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April is Fair Housing Month in Falls Church City 

 
FALLS CHURCH, VA. – The Falls Church City Council is calling upon all citizens to support the City’s 
commitment to the Fair Housing Act. In doing so, Council has declared April as Fair Housing Month. 
Awareness is key to preventing housing discrimination in the City. The City’s Fair Housing Ordinance 
prohibits discrimination based on a person’s race, color, religion, marital status, national origin, sex, 
elderliness, familial status, or handicap. 
 
What is prohibited under the Fair Housing Act? 
Unless a building or community qualifies as housing for older persons, it may not discriminate against 
families in which one or more children under the age of 18 live with any of the following: 
 

• Parent; 
• Person who has legal custody of the child or children; or 
• The designee of the parent or legal custodian, with the parent or custodian’s written permission. 

 
Familial status protection also applies to pregnant women and anyone securing legal custody of a child under 
18. 
 
NOTE: Housing for older persons is exempt from the prohibition against familial discrimination if the 
housing meets the following criteria: 
 

• HUD has determined that the housing is specifically designed for and occupied by elderly persons 
under a federal, state, or local program; or 

• It is occupied solely by persons age 62 or older; 
• It houses at least one person who is age 55 or older in at least 80 percent of the units, and adheres to a 

policy that demonstrates intent to house persons age 55 and older. 
 
If you believe you have been the victim of housing discrimination or have questions about the Fair Housing 
Act, contact the Housing and Human Services Division at 703-248-5005 (TTY 711). 
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